
Fifth Sunday of Lent - 03/26/23 

“When Martha came to where Jesus was and saw him, she 

fell at his feet and said to him, 'Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.' When Jesus saw her 

weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he 

became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, 'Where 

have you laid him?' They said to him, Sir, come and see. And 

Jesus wept. So the Jews said, 'See how he loved him."' 

Then "Jesus said, 'Take away the stone'... and when he had 

said this, he cried out in a loud voice, 'Lazarus, come out!' 

The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial 

bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to 

them, 'Untie him and let him go."' 

Jesus wept! Why did he weep? Obviously he knew exactly 

what he was going to do? Was it just a moment of intense 

emotion over the death of his dear friend Lazarus, or was he 

sympathizing with Martha and Mary and everyone else 

there? I don't think so. 

I think he was weeping because of their lack of faith. When he 

came and saw Mary weeping scripture tells us that Jesus 

became perturbed for the first time. 
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He became perturbed for the second time when some of them 

said, 'Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind 

man have done something so that this man would not have 

died?'" 

In spite of all the miracles that Jesus had performed they still 

lacked faith in him. 

But Jesus didn't just weep for them that day because of their 

lack of faith, he also wept because of our lack of faith as well. 

In some manner Lazarus is representative of what becomes of 

man without faith. He's bound hand and foot with his face 

veiled ultimately lying in his personal tomb until he responds 

to Jesus' call to come forth. 

Just as Jesus called Lazarus forth from his tomb he wants to 

call us out of the tombs that we have erected for ourselves 

and give us new life also. 

Today let's examine ourselves to discover anything that may 

bind and blind us so that we can escape our tombs as well. 

But most importantly let's look into the eyes of Jesus and see 

the tears he shed for us so that we could have eternal joy. 

Let's look to the death that he endured for us so that we could 

live forever. 

Let's look to Jesus and believe because he wants to set us free. 
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